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The Thesis Proved
James 2:20-26
I. Initial Reaction – 2:20
“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?”
·  “O foolish man” - You are a vain man empty headed man
· “But do you really want to know” - James doubts that this objector wants to know the truth. But James will give him/us proof anyway.
II. Abraham – 2:21-24
“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”
[Our Father Abraham, the Father of the Jewish Nation – Also of Islam and Christianity].
A. His Background -  Genesis 12
· He was a pagan Gentile.

· He lived in Iraq or Ur of the Chaldees - Mesopotamia 
· He was called when he was 70 years old.
· He went to the land when he was 75 years old.
B. His Justification – Genesis 15:4-6
“And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.”
1. He Believed God.
2. He was justified when he was 75 years old.
Romans 4:1-5

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but ﻿not before God. For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’ Now to the one who ﻿ works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. But to the one who does not work, but ﻿ believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,”
C. His Obedience – 2:21
“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?”

1. Ishmael was born when he was 85 years old by Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid (Genesis 16)
2. Isaac was born when he was 100 years old (Genesis 20)
3. He offered Isaac when he was 125 years old (Genesis 22). Isaac was 25.
Note: This is 50 years after Abraham was justified before God.
Abraham was justified by works before men. James is not denying that Abraham, or anyone else, could be justified by faith alone. He is just showing that there is another kind of justification. 

When Paul says in Romans 4:2, that men have, “something to boast about but not before God” he seems to be saying that there is a sense in which a man can be justified by works, but, he insists, that is not the way people are justified before God. 

The word justified in v. 21 is in the aorist past. It could and should be translated “shown to be justified … or he was “vindicated” as in MT 11:18 and LK 7:33-35.
Note: The word “only” It is an adverb and not an adjective. It modifies “justified” not faith.
Translation: “You see that a man is justified by works (before men) and not only justified by faith.
There are Two Kinds of Justification:
· A Justification by Faith - before God.
· A Justification by Works - before man.
· But, there is NO Justification by Faith and Works!
· There is Sanctification by faith and works!

Question: If Abraham had not offered Isaac, would he be in heaven today? [Yes]
Question: Is it possible that other believers will live like this? [Yes]
D. His Reward – 2:22-23
“Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.”
1. His Faith was Perfected – It Came to Maturity
There is a synergism between faith and works. James point is not just that faith results in better works, but also, works results in better faith.
2. Scripture was Fulfilled
Note: He is not saying Genesis 22 is the same as Genesis 15. There was not any prophecy in Genesis 15:6, but there was potential for obedience. There is that in every salvation. That potential of Genesis 15 was fulfilled in Genesis 22.
That’s how the Scripture was fulfilled: Abraham’s faith was in the promise of God,
In Genesis 12 God promised him a seed.

In Genesis 15 God told him that they would be innumerable.
In Genesis 22 the long awaited son was to be offered.
Two Scriptures: Romans 4:19-21 and Hebrews 11:17-10
3. He was Called a Friend of God
· In Genesis 15 he becomes a child of God.

· In Genesis 22 he becomes a friend of God

· In John 15:14, “You are my friends if you whatever I have commanded you.”
III. Rahab - 2:25 [Joshua 2]
“Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?”
A. Her Background - She was a prostitute.
B. Her Justification  - She believed in God – 2:11
C. Her Obedience - She hid the spies.
D. Her Reward - She and her household were saved from physical death in the defeat of Jericho.
IV. James’ Final Illustration – 2:26
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

He does not say that the body without the spirit does not exist. He says it is dead. Just so, he is not saying faith without works does not exist. Faith without works profits you nothing.
﻿a﻿ 1 Corinthians 1:31


﻿a﻿ Rom 11:6


﻿a﻿ John 6:29; Rom 3:22





